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open logic interconnects science About me
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● Digital Designer “FPGA guy” specialized in Data AcQuistion (DAQ)
● I (still) love science!8)

CERN – LHCb (2004)

FZ-Juelich – DETNI (2007)

Nikhef – ATLAS (2019)

Elettra – FERMI@Elettra (2011)
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open logic interconnects science About Oliscience BV

● Trained at the Amsterdam 
Centre for Entrepreneurship (ACE)

● Based at the Amsterdam Science Park

● Originating from the CERN-BIC at Nikhef
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open logic interconnects science Oliscience management team
● Alberto Alberton: (sales and marketing)

→ experienced entrepreneur 
→ angel investor in oliscience

● Leo Davoli: (legal and operations)
→ professional lawyer 
→ angel investor in oliscience

● Andrea Borga: (CEO)
→ seasoned digital design engineer
→ passionate technologist
→ open source enthusiast
→ the geek!
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open logic interconnects science Oliscience management moments
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open logic interconnects science Oliscience in a nutshell

● Core business: FPGA technology
● Innovating in the field of FPGA
● Stewarding the OpenCores.org platform

prominent portal for Open Source IP exchange
→ “we are the GitHub for FPGA”

● Lean Design House providing consultancy



Q1-2026 Oliscience + OpenCores 7

open logic interconnects science Consultancy customer

● Open Source facilitates technology transfer
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open logic interconnects science Consultancy customer

● Mentoring distributed collaboration best practices
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open logic interconnects science The “good old” OpenCores.org
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open logic interconnects science OpenCores.org in numbers
● Made in Europe! 
● Founded in 1999
● Regularly used by >370.000 professionals
● Generating ~500.000 views per month
● 1267 IP Cores covering a very broad spectrum
● Acquired by Oliscience in 2017
● Still strong identity, established trademark, 

consistent community, very specialized
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open logic interconnects science OpenCores.org purpose

● OpenCores brings together Digital Design 
Engineers

● make FPGA and gateware more accessible
● push! ensure that the best IP Cores are used 

and let them be improved further by community
● pull! encourage more people to add IP Cores
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open logic interconnects science Foster Open Source culture

Share… why?
● Get the job done
● Avoid duplication effort
● Seeding of ideas 
● Free peer review
● Sharing in the genes of scientific collaboration
● A lot of testing done by third parties (verification)
● Promote common/good practices (standardization)
● Open Source is the future of gateware



Q1-2026 Oliscience + OpenCores 13

open logic interconnects science OpenCores business advantage

● Community to reach out and influence
→ knowledge is a great asset!

● Marketing tool targeting a specialized group 
● Market place to engage potential customers
● Human resource to scout for talent
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open logic interconnects science Premium partnership program
● Freemium model
● Higher visibility on 

the platform
● Promotion in the 

community
● Influencing new 

technology trends
● Indirect marketing
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open logic interconnects science In the public domain
● Open Cores rides again
● Honoured in OSDA program

https://www.eenewsembedded.com/news/opencores-rides-again-risc-v-era
https://osda.gitlab.io/index.html
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open logic interconnects science Unspoken industry reference

https://www.intel.com/content/www/us/en/programmable/b/arria-10-performance.html 

https://www.intel.com/content/www/us/en/programmable/b/arria-10-performance.html
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open logic interconnects science Unspoken industry reference
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open logic interconnects science Unspoken industry reference

https://docs.amd.com/v/u/en-US/wp559-succeed-w-vivado 

https://docs.amd.com/v/u/en-US/wp559-succeed-w-vivado
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open logic interconnects science Open Source big player

https://about.gitlab.com/solutions/open-source/partners/ 

https://about.gitlab.com/solutions/open-source/partners/
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open logic interconnects science Future oriented

https://about.gitlab.com/blog/2019/12/03/welcoming-opencores-to-gitlab/ 

https://about.gitlab.com/blog/2019/12/03/welcoming-opencores-to-gitlab/
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open logic interconnects science Future oriented
● Bring hacking spirit 

to the semiconductor 
industry

● Bug bounty 
challenges

● Paid rewards as 
incentives

● Proven business 
model for the 
software world
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open logic interconnects science Ambitious Ambitions
● we are self sufficient but...
● ...we would like to grow further and faster!
● Research world supportive but not enough
● Tackle technology challenges

→ modernize platform
→ improve content quality
→ improve content diversity

● Broaden footprint and reach
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open logic interconnects science Opportunities for SMEs
● Global visibility
● Competitive advantage for marketing

→ relevant target markets
● Engage key players in the field!
● Access to specialized resources

→ digital designers’ contributions
→ receptive users’ space
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Thank you

www.opencores.org
www.oliscience.nl

LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/company/oliscience/
Twitter: @Oliscience101

+

http://www.opencores.org/
http://www.oliscience.nl/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/oliscience/
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Backup slides

+
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open logic interconnects science Another fundamental aspect
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open logic interconnects science Premium partner

“[…] The transfer of knowledge and 
technology to industry, civil society and the 
general public is an integral part of Nikhef’s 
mission. That is why Nikhef supports 
Oliscience as an initiative, as well as its 
attempt to empower the OpenCores portal and 
community.” - Jan Visser

https://www.nikhef.nl/news/first-cern-bic-nikhef-start-up-is-launched/ 

https://www.nikhef.nl/news/first-cern-bic-nikhef-start-up-is-launched/
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open logic interconnects science Premium partner

“[…] We are working on the opposite 
extremes of physics, but we are using 
the same technology. This collaboration 
allows us to share ideas and reuse FPGA 
designs, which will help to speed-up the 
process of engineering the tools for 
science.”- Daniel Van der Schuur
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open logic interconnects science In the public domain
● Mentioned in a report for the EU Commission… 

https://nlnet.nl/news/2018/20181005-NGI-Study-Report-en.html
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open logic interconnects science In the public domain
● … and DARPA (US)

https://www.darpa.mil/attachments/eri_design_proposers_day.pdf
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